
Our Lady of Grace 
   Roman Catholic Church 

December 25, 2022                                                               
The Nativity of the Lord 

We Change Lives through the Risen Christ ! 

Praying for our intentions                  
& the success of our mission. 

 Witnessing                                     
our love for God & neighbor.  

Being Present weekly at Mass for  
mutual support & the grace God offers. 

Supporting & Encouraging   
one another through our shared gifts . 

We Celebrate the Eucharist 
Vigil of Sunday: 5:00pm Saturday Evening 

Sunday: 8:00am, 10:00am (Children’s Liturgy of the Word), 12:00 Noon (Choir) 
Weekdays: Monday - Friday 8:00am & 9:00am; Saturday 8:00am

Holy Days: See inside 

666 Albin Avenue, West Babylon, New York 11704
Parish Office (631) 587-5185      Fax (631) 587-1427 

Religious Education/Faith Formation Office (631) 661-9353 
Parish Social Ministry Office (631) 661-9354 

Day Care Office (631) 422-4681
www.ourladyofgrace.net         parish@ourladyofgrace.net 

Our Clergy 

Rev. Joseph V. Davanzo, Pastor  
Rev. Martin Adu Gyamfi, Associate  

Rev. Gregory Breen, Associate 
Deacon Ricardo Garcia 

Deacon Brian Miller  
 

Our Pastoral Staff 
Jeanmarie Florio, Day Care Director  

Peggy Harnisch, Faith Formation Director 
Ann Kristoffersen, Parish Social Ministry

James Pisano, Facilities Manager  
Terence Purtell, Music Director  

Tischa Stanley, Angel Care 

Parish Office Hours 
Mon - Thurs: 9am - 12:00pm; 1:00pm - 4:00pm 

Friday: 9:00am - 12:00pm  
Saturday: 3:00pm - 6:00pm 
Sunday: 9:00am - 12:00pm 

Or call for an appointment: 631-587-5185 
 

Regular Devotions: 
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

Every 1st Monday, 3:00 - 4:00pm 
Our Lady of Grace Prayer Group 

Every Tuesday, 9:30 -10:30am, in Room 109 
Holy Face of Jesus: 

Hour of Reparation 1st Friday after 9:00am Mass 
Padre Pio Prayer Group 

Every 2nd Wednesday after the 9:00am Mass 



Baptism 
Call the Office to schedule attending a Baptism 

meeting which are held monthly. 
+++++++++ 

Matrimony  
Arrangements for marriage must be made as soon 
as possible but not fewer  than 18 months prior to 

the intended wedding date. 
+++++++++ 

Confession/Reconciliation 
Every Saturday: 4:00 - 4:45pm in the church  

or call for an appointment. 
+++++++++ 

Anointing of the Sick 
Those facing surgery or with major heath       

conditions should call the Office. 
+++++++++ 

Becoming a Catholic 
For adults, teens, or children over 7 who are   

interested in becoming Catholic or completing 
their Sacraments of Initiation (Baptism, Confir-
mation) Communion), please call the Faith For-

mation Office @631-661-9353. 

 

Pastoral Council 
Lee Abseck   Ralph Fiorillo  
Mary Ellen McEntee           James Nevins  
Maria Russello-Chetti  Lucy Sanchez  
Kathleen Scheid  Concetta Whelan 
 

Finance Council 
Richard Korcz (Trustee)        Joseph Salzone 
Leonardo LoCricchio     Debra Nicosia     
Robert Scharf (Trustee)     Thomas Villella 

Our Parish Communion 

Memorial Opportunities                        
Remember or Honor Loved Ones 

 

Sanctuary Lamp: $10     Rose for Life: $10     
Bread and Wine: $25 each                             
Prayer Garden Paver: $75 

 

You can also donate to our Altar Fund;       
cards available in Office. Call: 631-587-5185. 

Mass Intentions 
Unannounced Mass Intentions:                   

Offered almost immediately & do not appear 
in the bulletin & are not announced at Mass.  

Come to the Office. Cost: $20                                                  

Multiple Mass Intentions:                  
Offered weekly alternating with the Saturday, 

5:00 pm Mass and Sunday, 8:00 am Mass.  

Memorials for Week of December 25, 2022  
 

Rose for Life                                                     
In Memory of: Margarita Prosper 

Sanctuary Lamp   
In Memory of: Fran Sarvis 

Bread  & Wine 
In memory Carmen Costantino 

Altar Candles 
In Memory of Lisa DiGiacomo 

St. Therese 
In Memory of Thomas Campbell 

Mass Intentions 
Many Masses are available for intentions. 

Please contact the Office. 

OLOG ANGEL CARE… services W. Babylon 
District children. Mornings: 7am - 9am; $12 - 1st 

child; $11 each additional. Afternoon children 
bused from schools $14 - 1st child & $13 each    

additional. Call 631-893-6564                                                       
or email pstanley@ourladyofgrace.net. 

Need childcare? OLOG DAY CARE!              
We have availability & offer tours!                      

Call 631-422-4681. Employment available; send 
resumes to daycare@ourladyofgrace.net.  

Flowers for the Saints 
Due to many requests the  
floral memorials for the 
Saints are now available for a 
2-week per iod for  $20.00. 

Religious Article Counter 
Open Sundays before & after the 8am & 10am   

Masses. At other times, go to the office. 

Attention Parishioners 
Any items that have not been approved by the Parish 

and are left in the church will be discarded. 

Please remember we collect can tabs 
for recycling. Bring them to the Of-

fice & we will take care of them. 



For Your Reflection 

The "Respect for Marriage Act" Stacks the Deck against Religious Freedom                                         
By Cardinal Timothy Dolan, Chairman of the Committee for Religious Liberty; Nov. 15, 2022 

One of our nation’s geniuses is its disposition towards honest debate on import matters and respectful toler-
ance of other people’s deeply held beliefs and moral convictions. Today, the openness to debate and toler-
ance is rapidly eroding. The deck is stacked against people of faith and religious believers over disagree-
ments on same-sex civil marriage. If things continue on this path, Congress could suppress faithful witness to 
longstanding beliefs on marriage and family. A prime example is the “Respect for Marriage Act” under con-
sideration by the U.S. Senate. Let’s be frank: Holding the traditional understanding of marriage is now a 
counter-cultural act, as public support for same-sex unions is at an all-time high. Acknowledging this will 
not deter us from bearing witness to the beautiful, timeless truths about marriage, rooted in faith and reason: 
men and women are complementary; every child deserves a mother and father; and marriage is a permanent 
and exclusive union, open to the transmission of human life, and an exercise in loving sacrifice that trans-
cends the mere self. These truths, through their proclamation and practice, promote the common good. None 
of this should denigrate the heroic efforts of single parents, or the unmistakable love shared in nontraditional 
families. Nor can it be said that traditional families are immune to pain caused by human frailty and sin.           

Decades of social and legal developments have torn sexuality, childbearing and marriage from each other in 
the public consciousness. But the institution of marriage, properly understood as naturally ordered to bearing 
and caring for children, is unique. It has special suitability to foster stability and the success of each new gen-
eration, which warrants special recognition. We will never shy from proclaiming this truth. Free speech in-
cludes the expression of ideas through conduct. Acting according to our beliefs is the most profound and 
powerful way to express our beliefs to others. Freedom of speech and religion often intersect in this way. 

The Supreme Court’s Obergefell ruling gave same-sex couples the right to enter civil marriages. The Court’s 
ruling in Dobbs does not threaten that right. Now, with no legal restrictions on same-sex relationships, many 
seek to force private parties, religious organizations and individuals of faith, to approve and support those 
relationships. We must bake wedding cakes, design wedding websites, rent halls, arrange flowers, and after-
wards, pay spousal benefits, place foster and adoptive children, even if it violates our deepest convictions 
about marriage and family. The legislation pushes aside our idea of marriage. We who hold time-honored 
convictions will be voices in the wilderness, marginalized and dismissed by Congress’s endorsement of same
-sex civil marriages as the national norm. It will courageous to proclaim the wisdom of ages. 

Many raise concerns about the bill’s harm to religious freedom. In a feeble attempt to assuage these con-
cerns, senators offered an amendment to preserve the status quo in the relationship between religious free-
dom and same-sex civil marriages, but the amendment fails in that goal. For those believing and supporting 
traditional marriage, the status quo is not acceptable. The bill’s harm would be far-reaching. In any conflict 
with same-sex civil marriage and its rights, it will be said that Congress took pains to codify Obergefell, but 
not protect the freedoms of speech and religion that Obergefell harms, making them 2nd class rights. The bill 
will be a weapon for those wishing to deny religious organizations’ liberty to freely exercise their religious 
duties, strip them of their tax exemptions, or exclude them from participating in the public arena. This failure 
to afford space for those who offer an authentic witness about marriage dishonors American traditions. Our 
country has demonstrated that citizens in disagreement can exist in a harmony sustained by a law and culture 
that cherishes tolerance and compromise. Now is the time to redouble our commitment to those ideals. 

 

********************************************************************************* 

Respect Life: Wisdom of Our Bishops: Bishop Joseph Strickland of Tyler, Texas 

“To slaughter unborn children, then to put their tiny bodies up for sale, then to use our tax dollars to purchase 
the bodies of these unborn children for scientific research. These acts are of the devil. People of faith must 
protest vigorously, we must not turn a blind eye!” 

(twitter.com/BishopOfTyler; April 23, 2021) 



Worship This Week 

Thurs. St. Thomas Becket 

Dec. 29 1 Jn 2:3-11 / Lk 2:22-35 

8:00am James Kadian 

9:00am Joseph Passanante 

Fri. The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary & Joseph 

Dec.  30 Sir 3:2-6,12-14 / Mt 2:13-15, 19-23 

8:00am Clara Hartmann 

9:00am Puleo & Kristoffersen Families 

Sat. St. Sylvester 1 

Dec. 31 1 Jn 2:18-21 / Jn 1:1-18 

8:00am Thomas Frizzel 

5:00pm People of the Parish 

Sunday     Solemnity of Mary,  

Jan. 1 Nm 6:22-27 / Gal 4:4-7 / Lk 2:16-21 
8:00am Dolores & Theodore Thannhauser, 

10:00am  Louis L. Fishman, III 

12:00pm  Deceased Member of the DiGiacomo 

 The Holy Mother of God 

 Hannah Pape & George Pape 

 Family 

Mon. St. Stephen 

Dec.  26 Acts 6:8-10;7:54-59/ Mt 10:17-22 

8:00am Natalie Nizza 

9:00am Joseph Passanante 

Tues.  St. John 

Dec. 27 1 Jn 1:1-4 / Jn 20:1a,2-8 
8:00am Damian Marine Valerio 

9:00am Dominick Pisani 

Wed.  The Holy Innocents 

Dec. 28 1 Jn 1:5—2:2 / Mt 2:13-18 

8:00am Gertrude Cress 

9:00am Ray Wadsworth 

Banns of Marriage 

Welcome Our Newly Baptized 

Paolo Castrogiovanni, Mamie Gallaro, 
Marie Scottaline 

Pennies Make a Difference!  
Take them to the Faith Formation Office mail slot, the 
Parish Office, or in the Sunday collection (marked 
“Faith Formation”). The total for the 2022 school year 
is $200. 

 

Weekly Collection 
December 11, 2022: $12,773 

WeShare: $2,090 

1st Banns 

“The Nutcracker Suite” for Dueling Pianos! 
January 7th at 6pm in church, virtuoso recitalist Jo-
seph Martin joins forces with Terence 
to bring you this dazzling 4-hand rendi-
tion of The Nutcracker, the “Bugs Bun-
ny” Hungarian Rhapsody, and more, 
featuring the James M. Kern Memorial 
Piano. All are welcome to join us as we celebrate this 
last weekend of the Christmas season. $10 suggested. 
Light hospitality provided.   

Pray for our Recent Deceased  

Music Assistants Needed starting January!  
Our music ministry needs non-singing helpers begin-
ning this January and through June. No experience 
needed, training provided as we go. We especially 
need help with Adult Choir every Sunday morning or 
concerts on the first Saturday of every month. Tasks 
include: attendance taking, revising the seat chart 
based on who is present, filing and emergency-
copying of sheet music, adjusting mics to the height of 
singers, helping with concerns of guest performers, 
program ushers, setup and takedown.  It’s okay to start 
with one thing at a time, by observing what Terence 
does. Volunteers are much needed, it’s not about per-
fection. Feel free to inquire at the organ after Mass or 
call Terence at 631-587-5185 x219.   

Congratulations… 
To the following students from Kellenberg H.S. 
National Honor Society:                                         
Michael DePetris, Jessica & Matthew Sanchez. 
Perfect Attendance: Jessica & Matthew Sanchez. 

Kaiden James Wooten 

Ashleigh Doyle & Michael Tanzman 



Parish Social Ministry - 631-661-9354 

 

Important DRVC Information 

Information regarding a new deadline to file proofs of 
claim for victims of sexual abuse who were over 18 or 
older when the alleged conduct occurred and the forms 
to use, can be found by clicking on the following link 
to the Diocese’s bankruptcy website and scrolling 
down the page: https://dm.epiq11.com/drvc 

 Important Phone Numbers & Links 
¨ Call 311 to connect with services and organiza-

tions, to request a face mask & emergency food. 
¨ Suffolk Meals-on-Wheels: delivers hot, nutri-

tious meals to homebound. Call 631-789-5219. 
¨ Suffolk Office for the Aging: information on ser-

vices, wellness calls to seniors & COVID re-
sources. Call 631-853-8200  

Christ Is Born Anew Each Day 
When we heal the wounded and share our bread in 
justice for the poor in peace for the earth Christmas 

blessings on all. 
Ancient Celtic Christmas Blessings of Peace  

“Deep peace of the smiling stars to you,             
 Deep peace of the quiet earth to you,  

     Deep peace of the watching shepherds to you, 
 Deep peace of the Son of Peace to you…” 

Economic Opportunity Council –                     
Current Openings 

· Day Hab Worker: Central Islip, Full-Time 
· Family Development Worker (Spanish Speaking 

Preferred): Central Islip, Full-Time 
· Health Home Program Assistant: Central Islip, 

Full-Time 
· Foreclosure Prevention Counselor: Central Islip, 

Full-Time 
· SNUG Street Outreach Worker: Wyandanch, 

Full-Time 
call 631-289-2124 – or email www.eoc-suffolk.com  

Suffolk Social Services Community Resource 
Center 

Wyandanch Community Resource Center,         
1609 Straight Path, 631-643-1960 

M-F 9AM-1PM Assistance in application,         
recertification of SNAP & Medicaid 

Thank You for Your Faith in Action 
With so many families struggling, we thank you for 
your generous support at Thanksgiving & Christ-

mas. We assisted over 70 families. 

Thank You!! 
Thank you our volunteer ministers serving in the 
Social Ministry Office, Pantry and delivering to the 
homebound. Without your behind scene labors, 
none of the works serving the needy would be ac-
complished. May the peace of Christ be with you. 

English: For Beginners 
Tuesdays:  Jan. 10 & 24, 6:15-7:15 -                   

West Babylon Library. Call 631-669-5445 

Please Note: 
The Parish Social Ministry Office & Pantry    
will close from Thursday, Dec 22 through     
Sunday, Jan 1st &  reopen on Monday, Jan 2. 



Be a Winner and Support Our Calendar Raffle -  $25 ticket lasts 6 months.   

12/19/22 12/20/22 12/21/22 12/22/22 12/23/22 12/24/22 12/25/22 

554 349 194 117 398 224 363 

Are you an active Parish volunteer background screened prior to 2017? 
If ‘Yes’ it is time to be rescreened. To facilitate this process the Diocese has made the background screening application 
available online. You will receive an email from Virtus advising you to log into your Virtus account. Follow the prompts 
when you log in. (www.Virtus.org). You will be directed to complete the Sterling Solutions background screening applica-
tion. For security, please complete the application in one session & be sure to hit the ‘submit’ button when completed. If 
you interrupt the process, you will be locked out. Any questions, contact the Diocese at 516-678-5800. Thank you for your 
participation  and all you do to help create a safe environment for all! 

DO YOU KNOW… 

Do you know different cultures have unique Christmas celebrations? Besides food that is!!! In the Italian 
culture each home sets a corner aside for the Nativity, called the Presepio. Many remember Fr. Gerry 
Cestare and the amazing Presepio he set up every year. In some Hispanic cultures, we have the practice of 
Las Posadas, typically celebrated between December 16 through the 24th. Posada (lodging) refers to the inn 
from the Nativity story where Mary and Joseph looking for a room at the inn. It’s re-enacted each evening 
of the 9-day period. In the Polish culture on Christmas Eve, Oplatki is shared with everyone at the table. In 
this breaking of the bread tradition, Oplatki resembles a communion host, a light wafer. Prayers and Gospel 
readings are part of the celebration. Wishing everyone blessings and a Merry Christmas, Buon Natale, Feliz 
Navidad, Wesołych Świąt Bożego Narodzenia. See you next year with more Do You Know… 

An opportunity for taxpayers to make charitable contributions through a direct IRA transfer. 
 

If you would like to make a gift using your IRA and if:  
· You are at least 70 1/2 years old on the date you make your gift 
 

· Your IRA is a traditional (some Roth IRA’s may qualify) 
1.  

· You don’t exceed your personal maximum of $100,000 per year in qualified charitable distributions 
 

Tax Saving Advantages: 
· QCDs are not included in your adjusted gross income. 
· QCDs deliver a tax benefit while “regular” charitable donations might not since the Tax Cuts and Jobs 

Act almost doubled the standard deductions amounts.  
· QCDs taken from your traditional IRA counts as a distribution for the required minimum distribution 

(RMD) rules.  Therefore, you can donate all or part of your RMD that you would otherwise be forced to 
receive and pay taxes on. 

The best way for you to start is with your IRA custodian. Tell them you want to make a "qualified charita-
ble distribution."  In most cases you will only have to fill out a simple form. 

 

VERY IMPORTANT!! Your gift must go directly from your IRA to the Charity.  If you receive the money 
first then you’ll be taxed on it like any other distribution. 
Bill has a $125,000 in a traditional IRA and would like to contribute $5,000 to his parish. Upon hearing of the 
Charitable IRA Rollover opportunity, he directs the custodian of his IRA to transfer this amount not later than 
December 31, 2022 directly to the Parish as the family’s 2022 gift.  He gets to exclude the IRA distribution given 
to charity from income. 

This information is not intended and should not be construed as legal, tax or investment advice.  For such 
advice, please consult an attorney, tax advisor or investment professional. 

Qualified Charitable Donations (QCD) 
Direct transfers from IRAs to Charities – a tax benefit for you 


