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December 2022

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

As we prepare to celebrate Christmas, bad news continues in the world and even in the Church
that it can be tempting to feel like Ebenezer Scrooge, or at least not to give much thought to the
mystery of Christmas and the joy of Christ’s birth. But this is just what the devil wants: to focus on
problems, concerns, difficulties... on anything but Our Lord Jesus Christ.

The Church includes part of Pope St. Leo the Great’s teaching on the joy of Christmas in her
traditional Christmas Matins: “To all, there is the one same cause of joy: for, Our Lord, the destroyer of
sin and death, came to deliver all, seeing that all were slaves to guilt. Let the just soul exult, because he
is now brought near to his crown; let the sinner rejoice, because he is invited to his pardon; let the
Gentile be of good heart, because he is called to life. For, when there had come the fullness of time,
fixed by the inscrutable depths of the divine counsel, the Son of God assumed to himself the nature of
man, in order to restore it to the favor of its Maker; that thus, the devil, the author of death, might be
conquered by that very nature, whereby himself had conquered.”

This Christmas let us focus on Our Lord who does not abandon us to the unwelcome or
unpleasant circumstances of life or the horrors of sin. He loved us so much that He took on human
nature and came to save us. He could have entered the world as a great warrior, a mighty king, or a
wise philosopher, but He came as an infant to win not only our reverence, but also our love. God
desires us to love Him in return. Who are we that God should desire our love? The universe in which
we live is less than a grain of sand compared to God, and yet He desires to dwell in our souls. He calls
the just to grow closer to Him and promises a crown of glory to those who persevere in His love and
friendship. He calls sinners back to Him, to confess and repent of their sins and live in His love. He
calls all who do not know Him to be baptized, join the Church, and live in His life. Through His
Incarnation, He works for our salvation, which He accomplished in His passion, death, and
resurrection. We can never be grateful enough for God’s infinite love for us. May our consideration of
the Divine Infant in the arms of His Holy Mother stir in us a love for Him in return. Our being loved by
God and loving Him in return should help put everything in life into proper perspective.

On the reverse side of this letter is our schedule of celebrations for the sacred days of Advent
and Christmas. Please join us to celebrate Christ, born for us, and now among us and with us. With our
pastoral staff, I wish you and your family a happy and holy Christmas and a New Year filled with
Christ’s presence. May the wonder of God’s love be renewed in us in this joyful time so we may
together grow in the love of Our Lady of Grace!

Sincerely in Christ,
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