
Our Lady of Grace 
   Roman Catholic Church 

January 1, 2023                                                               
Solemnity of Mary Mother of God 

We Change Lives through the Risen Christ ! 

Praying for our intentions                  
& the success of our mission. 

 Witnessing                                     
our love for God & neighbor.  

Being Present weekly at Mass for  
mutual support & the grace God offers. 

Supporting & Encouraging   
one another through our shared gifts . 

We Celebrate the Eucharist 
Vigil of Sunday: 5:00pm Saturday Evening 

Sunday: 8:00am, 10:00am (Children’s Liturgy of the Word), 12:00 Noon (Choir) 
Weekdays: Monday - Friday 8:00am & 9:00am; Saturday 8:00am

Holy Days: See inside 

666 Albin Avenue, West Babylon, New York 11704
Parish Office (631) 587-5185      Fax (631) 587-1427 

Religious Education/Faith Formation Office (631) 661-9353 
Parish Social Ministry Office (631) 661-9354 

Day Care Office (631) 422-4681
www.ourladyofgrace.net         parish@ourladyofgrace.net 

Our Clergy 

Rev. Joseph V. Davanzo, Pastor  
Rev. Martin Adu Gyamfi, Associate  

Rev. Gregory Breen, Associate 
Deacon Ricardo Garcia 

Deacon Brian Miller  
 

Our Pastoral Staff 
Jeanmarie Florio, Day Care Director  

Peggy Harnisch, Faith Formation Director 
Ann Kristoffersen, Parish Social Ministry

James Pisano, Facilities Manager  
Terence Purtell, Music Director  

Tischa Stanley, Angel Care 

Parish Office Hours 
Mon - Thurs: 9am - 12:00pm; 1:00pm - 4:00pm 

Friday: 9:00am - 12:00pm  
Saturday: 3:00pm - 6:00pm 
Sunday: 9:00am - 12:00pm 

Or call for an appointment: 631-587-5185 
 

Regular Devotions: 
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

Every 1st Monday, 3:00 - 4:00pm 
Our Lady of Grace Prayer Group 

Every Tuesday, 9:30 -10:30am, in Room 109 
Holy Face of Jesus: 

Hour of Reparation 1st Friday after 9:00am Mass 
Padre Pio Prayer Group 

Every 2nd Wednesday after the 9:00am Mass 



Baptism 
Call the Office to schedule attending a Baptism 

meeting which are held monthly. 
+++++++++ 

Matrimony  
Arrangements for marriage must be made as soon 
as possible but not fewer  than 18 months prior to 

the intended wedding date. 
+++++++++ 

Confession/Reconciliation 
Every Saturday: 4:00 - 4:45pm in the church  

or call for an appointment. 
+++++++++ 

Anointing of the Sick 
Those facing surgery or with major heath       

conditions should call the Office. 
+++++++++ 

Becoming a Catholic 
For adults, teens, or children over 7 who are   

interested in becoming Catholic or completing 
their Sacraments of Initiation (Baptism, Confir-
mation) Communion), please call the Faith For-

mation Office @631-661-9353. 

 

Pastoral Council 
Lee Abseck   Ralph Fiorillo  
Mary Ellen McEntee           James Nevins  
Maria Russello-Chetti  Lucy Sanchez  
Kathleen Scheid  Concetta Whelan 
 

Finance Council 
Richard Korcz (Trustee)        Joseph Salzone 
Leonardo LoCricchio     Debra Nicosia     
Robert Scharf (Trustee)     Thomas Villella 

Our Parish Communion 

Memorial Opportunities                        
Remember or Honor Loved Ones 

 

Sanctuary Lamp: $10     Rose for Life: $10     
Bread and Wine: $25 each                             
Prayer Garden Paver: $75 

 

You can also donate to our Altar Fund;       
cards available in Office. Call: 631-587-5185. 

Mass Intentions 
Unannounced Mass Intentions:                   

Offered almost immediately & do not appear 
in the bulletin & are not announced at Mass.  

Come to the Office. Cost: $20                                                  

Multiple Mass Intentions:                  
Offered weekly alternating with the Saturday, 

5:00 pm Mass and Sunday, 8:00 am Mass.  

Memorials for Week of January 1, 2023  
 

Rose for Life                                                     
In Memory of: Bob Olanick 

Sanctuary Lamp   
In Memory of: Kathleen & Daniel Twohig 

Bread  & Wine 
In memory of Robert Joseph Viscuso 

Mass Intentions 
Many Masses are available for intentions. 

Please contact the Office. 

OLOG ANGEL CARE… services W. Babylon 
District children. Mornings: 7am - 9am; $12 - 1st 

child; $11 each additional. Afternoon children 
bused from schools $14 - 1st child & $13 each    

additional. Call 631-893-6564                                                       
or email pstanley@ourladyofgrace.net. 

Need childcare? OLOG DAY CARE!              
We have availability & offer tours!                      

Call 631-422-4681. Employment available; send 
resumes to daycare@ourladyofgrace.net.  

Flowers for the Saints 
Due to many requests the  
floral memorials for the 
Saints are now available for a 
2-week per iod for  $20.00. 

Religious Article Counter 
Open Sundays before & after the 8am & 10am   

Masses. At other times, go to the office. 

Attention Parishioners 
Any items that have not been approved by the Parish 

and are left in the church will be discarded. 

Please remember we collect can tabs 
for recycling. Bring them to the Of-

fice & we will take care of them. 



For Your Reflection 

US Bishops Gravely Disappointed by Senate’s Passing of Same-Sex ‘Marriage’ Bill 
LifeSiteNews.com; Dec 6, 2022 

The U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB) issued a statement following the Senate’s passing the Re-
spect for Marriage Act (RMA) on Nov. 29 that would codify homosexual “marriage” into federal law. The 
Bishops’ Conference lamented the Senate’s passage of the bill, which “will codify the nationwide redefinition 
of marriage to include same-sex couples in federal statute for the first time,” and which will “heighten the 
threats to religious liberty that have persisted after the Supreme Court’s Obergefell decision of 2015.” On be-
half of the USCCB, Bishop Robert Barron stated, “We are gravely disappointed the misnamed Respect for 
Marriage Act passed the Senate and continue to call for its rejection.”  

On Nov. 23, Cardinal Timothy Dolan, together with Bishop Barron, penned a letter to Congress condemning 
the Respect for Marriage Act for undermining marriage as the foundation of society while violating religious 
liberty. The bishops called on legislators to reject the bill. “The Respect for Marriage Act’s rejection of time-
less truths about marriage is evident on its face and in its purpose,” Dolan and Barron declared. “It would 
also betray our country’s commitment to the fundamental right of religious liberty, as detailed in the explana-
tion appended to this letter and in previous communications.” Detailing the supposed “protections” that law-
makers boasted would keep the bill from being used to infringe upon religious liberty, the bishops wrote, 
“The provisions that relate to religious liberty are insufficient. If passed, the amended Act will put the minis-
tries of the Catholic Church, people of faith, and others who uphold a traditional meaning of marriage at 
greater risk of government discrimination. This bill is needless and harmful and must be voted down.”  

The bishops offered several arguments for the insufficiency of any alleged religious liberty 
“protections.” They said, “First the bill will be used to argue the government has a compelling interest in 
forcing religious organizations and individuals to treat same-sex civil marriages as valid. This reasoning 
would have a ripple effect that hurts religious freedom in every context where conflicts with same-sex mar-
riage arise, not just in the context of compliance with RMA itself. Employment decisions, employees’ spousal 
benefits, eligibility for grants or contracts, accreditation, tax exemptions. It runs the full gamut, even in reli-
gious liberty conflicts arising out of state or local laws.” “Second, the bill constitutes a declaration by Con-
gress of a national policy of recognizing legally performed same-sex marriages. It will lead federal agencies 
to adopt that policy as their own.” “Third, it is not only religious organizations that are being sued to force 
them to provide goods and services for same-sex weddings; it is religious individuals who run small business-
es that offer goods and services of that sort.” “Last, as illustrated above, conflicts between religious liberty 
and same-sex marriage will arise in contexts, predominantly, outside of the solemnization or celebration of a 
marriage.”  

The bishops concluded, “Given all this, the bill establishes an affirmative, enforceable, comprehensive right 
to federal and interstate recognition of same-sex marriages, but sets out religious liberty protections that are 
far from comprehensive and are neither affirmative nor enforceable outside of the limited protections in Sec-
tion 6(b). It is fair to say the amendment treats religious liberty as a second-class right. We reiterate Cardinal 
Dolan’s Nov 17 statement: ‘Senators supporting the Act must reverse course and consider the consequences 
of passing an unnecessary law that fails to provide affirmative protections for the many Americans who hold 
this view of marriage as both true and foundational to the common good.’”  

 

********************************************************************************* 

Respect Life: Acceptable Euthanasia 

“Once suicide via euthanasia becomes an acceptable answer to human suffering, which is the fundamental 
principle underlying the right-to-die movement, there is virtually no limiting principle. Over time, as people 
get used to the death agenda, “protective guidelines” are redefined as “obstacles” to “death on your own 
terms” and the laws loosen.”                                                          

(Wesley J. Smith; LifeNews; March 2022) 



Worship This Week 

Thurs. St. John Neumann 

Jan. 5 1 Jn 3:11-21 / Jn 1:43-51 

8:00am Theresa Calcanes 

9:00am Loretta & Phil Quagerelli 

Fri. St. Andre Bessette 

Jan. 6 1 Jn 5:5-13 / Mk 1:7-11 

8:00am Mary Armstrong 

9:00am Devotees of the Holy Face of Jesus -  

Sat. St. Raymond of Penafort 

Jan. 7 1 Jn 5:14-21 / Jn 2:1-11 

8:00am  

5:00pm Denis Patrick Connolly, Mardin Gallardo, 

 Michael Peck, Michael Rizzo, Jill Johnson 

 Living & Deceased 

Sunday     The Epiphany of the Lord 

Jan. 1 Is 60:1-6 / Eph 3:2-3a,5-6 / Mt 2: 1-12 
8:00am People of the Parish 

10:00am  Manuel Mederios 

12:00pm  Franca Carcone 

Mon. Ss. Basil the Great & Gregory Nazianzen 

Jan. 2 1 Jn 2:22-28 / Jn 1:19-28 

8:00am Beverly L. Heller 

9:00am Bob Olanick 

Tues.  The Most Holy Name of Jesus 

Jan. 3 1 Jn 2:29 - 3:6 / Jn 1:29-34 
8:00am Mary Quartuccio 

9:00am Maria Cipollone 

Wed.  St. Elizabeth Ann Seton 

Jan. 4 1 Jn 3:7-10 / Jn 1:35-42 

8:00am Maddalena & Gaetano Rossiello 

9:00am Rose Mirabile 

Banns of Marriage 

Michael Rizzo, Vincenza Cottone,  
Marie Cilluffo 

Low Gluten Hosts 
For those who can’t receive normal hosts please see 

the sacristans, Anthony or Scott for instruction. 

 

Weekly Collection 
December 18, 2022: $13,692 

WeShare: $2,545 

1st Banns 

2nd Banns 

“The Nutcracker Suite” for Dueling Pianos! 
Jan. 7th at 6pm in church, virtuoso recitalist Joseph 
Martin joins with Terence to bring this 
dazzling 4-hand rendition of The Nut-
cracker, the “Bugs Bunny” Hungarian 
Rhapsody, and more, featuring the 
James M. Kern Memorial Piano. All are 
welcome to celebrate this last weekend 
of Christmas . $10 suggested. Light hospitality pro-
vided.   

Pray for our Recent Deceased  

Music Assistants Needed starting January!  
Our music ministry needs non-singing helpers begin-
ning this January and through June. No experience 
needed, training provided as we go. We especially 
need help with Adult Choir every Sunday morning or 
concerts on the first Saturday of every month. Tasks 
include: attendance taking, revising the seat chart 
based on who is present, filing and emergency-
copying of sheet music, adjusting mics to the height of 
singers, helping with concerns of guest performers, 
program ushers, setup and takedown.  It’s okay to start 
with one thing at a time, by observing what Terence 
does. Volunteers are much needed, it’s not about per-
fection. Feel free to inquire at the organ after Mass or 
call Terence at 631-587-5185 x219.   

Stephanie Mora & Israel Segarra 

Ashleigh Doyle & Michael Tanzman 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
There will be Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
on Monday, January 2nd, from 3pm to 4pm. All are 
invited. 



Parish Social Ministry - 631-661-9354 

 

Important DRVC Information 

Information regarding a new deadline to file proofs of 
claim for victims of sexual abuse who were over 18 or 
older when the alleged conduct occurred and the forms 
to use, can be found by clicking on the following link 
to the Diocese’s bankruptcy website and scrolling 

Volunteer Needed: 
Catholic Charities is seeking an educator to help a 
young man in a Catholic Charities home in Bay 
Shore to prepare for his GED. If you can volunteer 1 
or 2 hours each week, call Tricia Callahan, Volun-
teer Coordinator, at 516-733-7044 for information. 
Your time & talent is greatly appreciated. 

Pope Francis, Day of Persons with Disabilities 
Reports point to lack of appropriate structures and 
ways to accompanying persons with disabilities. It 
calls for new ways of welcoming and promoting 
their participation. The Church is in danger of imi-
tating society who casts them aside. Forms discrimi-
nation: lack of listening, violation of the right to 
choose where and with whom to live, denial of sac-
raments, describe the rejection towards persons with 
disabilities. They do not arise by chance but have in 
common the same root: the idea the lives of persons 
with disabilities are worth less. In the Church, also 
with regard to the disabled, there can be no us and 
them, but a single us, with Christ at the center where 
each person brings their gifts and limitations. We 
must realize we exist as an “us” and not a “them” 
when disability, temporary or due to aging, affects 
us or someone for whom we care. The Lord loves all 
with Fatherly and unconditional love. 

 EAC –Empower Assist Care Network – Suffolk 
· Crisis Lifeline: Dial 988 to connect with local 

crisis center to address any mental needs 24/7. 
· DASH Crisis Care Center Mobile Unit - 631-952

-3333 (24/7) for those struggling to cope. addi-
tional services: www.fsl-li.org 

· Dept. of Social Services (DSS) - 631-854-6600 - 
temporary financial assistance & food stamps to 
persons with limited income. Must meet income 
& program eligibility requirements. 

· EAC Network - 516-539-0150.  www.eac-
network.org  a social service agency that assists 
and cares for people in need across LI 

· VIBES Domestic Violence, Sexual Assault – 
Hotline 24/7 631-360-3606 providing counsel-
ing, legal assistance and advocacy for those im-
pacted by domestic violence and/or sexual as-
sault. 

· Grief & loss support – www.griefshare.org  

Mobile Team –                                                 
Treatment & Support for Alcohol & Drug Use 

Federation of Organizations provides a mobile sub-
stance abuse program utilizing clinical treatment to 
the LGBT community. It provide services any-
where including your home, offering therapy, peer 
support, Psychiatric Evaluation & medication man-
agement, Narcan Training, supplies. Free; call 631-
552-4240. 

Catholic Health Community Outreach Contacts 
Good Samaritan Hospital, West Islip 
· Director, Public & Community Relations, Justin 

Jaycon – 631-376-4104 
· Pastoral Care Director, Deacon Richard Becker – 

631-376-4570 



Be a Winner and Support Our Calendar Raffle -  $25 ticket lasts 6 months.   

12/26/22 12/27/22 12/28/22 12/29/22 12/30/22 12/31/22 1/1/23 

298 204 224 531 370 17 621 

Are you an active Parish volunteer background 
screened prior to 2017? 

If ‘Yes’ it is time to be rescreened. To facilitate this 
process the Diocese has made the background screen-
ing application available online. You will receive an 
email from Virtus advising you to log into your Virtus 
account. Follow the prompts when you log in. 
(www.Virtus.org). You will be directed to complete 
the Sterling Solutions background screening applica-
tion. For security, please complete the application in 
one session & be sure to hit the ‘submit’ button when 
completed. If you interrupt the process, you will be 
locked out. Any questions, contact the Diocese at 516-
678-5800. Thank you for your participation  and all 
you do to help create a safe environment for all! 

Special Needs Volunteers Needed 
Our Special Needs Faith Formation program needs re-
sponsible & dedicated volunteer catechists through 
April on Tuesdays, 4:30-5:30. Older high school stu-
dents welcome. 1on1 or small group instruction. Please 
open your heart God’s special lambs. Call Faith For-
mation: 631-661-9353. 

DO YOU KNOW… 

Do you know different cultures have unique Christmas celebrations? Besides food that is!!! In the Italian 
culture each home sets a corner aside for the Nativity, called the Presepio. Many remember Fr. Gerry 
Cestare and the amazing Presepio he set up every year. In some Hispanic cultures, we have the practice of 
Las Posadas, typically celebrated between December 16 through the 24th. Posada (lodging) refers to the inn 
from the Nativity story where Mary and Joseph looking for a room at the inn. It’s re-enacted each evening 
of the 9-day period. In the Polish culture on Christmas Eve, Oplatki is shared with everyone at the table. In 
this breaking of the bread tradition, Oplatki resembles a communion host, a light wafer. Prayers and Gospel 
readings are part of the celebration. Wishing everyone blessings and a Merry Christmas, Buon Natale, Feliz 
Navidad, Wesołych Świąt Bożego Narodzenia. See you next year with more Do You Know… 

Congratulations 
… go out to Liam McCarthy a student at St. John the 
Baptist H.S. who has reached Magna Cum Laude Hon-
ors. 

Parish of Good Shepherd in Holbrook 
Presents 

The Christmas Presepio, Neapolitan Nativity. 
It contains thousands of figures, buildings, miniatures 
and relics. Fr. Jerry Cestare invites everyone to share 
in this Gift of Christmas. Every day from 9am - 9pm 
until January 15, 2023. 

1370 Grundy Avenue, Holbrook, NY 11741,           
631-588-7689 

Babylon Chorale News 
The Babylon Chorale will hold auditions on Monday, 
January 9, 2023 beginning with rehearsal at 7:30pm 
at the Sisters of St. Joseph Brentwood Campus. All 
voice parts are welcomed. 
For further information and current protocols, visit 
www.babylonchorale.org or email:  
info@babylonchorale.org. 

Special Needs Christmas Pagaent 
On Tuesday, December 20th, our Special Needs 
children did  a wonderful performance for their 
Christmas Pageant.. 


